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Transparency and open data at DCLG 

Local Govt 

Finance 

Housing and 

Homelessnes

s 

Planning 

Performance 

and Land Use 

Deprivation 

Fire and 

Rescue 

DCLG’s main statistical themes 

• We Collect and produce statistics 

for significant govt priorities 

National Accounts 

Planning Reform 

Developing Housing markets 

• Provides a long-term evidence-

base that is: 

Unique and authoritative 

Robust, and trusted by users 

Consistent and comparable (over 

time and across geographies)   
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Transparency and open data at DCLG 

Where we want to be….. 

to be an exemplar of transparency and 

open data. 

What? Why? 

Demonstrate we are outward-facing, 

connected with communities, and highly 

influential within Whitehall and the local 

sector 

Routinely publish data that is easy to 

find, understand and re-use 

Adopt systems, tools and processes 

which ensure that data is released in a 

reliable, trusted, efficient and cost-

effective manner 

Ensure our data is actively used alongside 

other external data sources, by a broad 

and diverse audience. 

• Citizens can engage more effectively with 

what we do, and hold us to account.  

• DCLG, our ALBs and our partners exploit 

opportunities for efficiencies and savings. 
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Transparency and open data at DCLG: 

The opportunity for open data (1) 

Supporting more efficient, cost-effective re-use 

• From a user perspective 

dissemination via spreadsheets is: 

Inefficient  

Unreliable 

Unaffordable 

• We believe Open and Linked Data 

could enable: 

More efficient, robust data 

publishing  

smarter/cheaper/faster data re-use 

(for DCLG itself, and our data user 

community). 
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Transparency and open data at DCLG: 

The opportunity for open data (2) 

Enabling effective, appropriate re-use alongside other sources 

• New policies will involve more data, at more 

granular levels:  

Neighbourhood Planning 

Neighbourhood Community Budgets 

• Statistics will increasingly be used directly 

alongside other sources: 

E.g. Neighbourhood Planning = DCLG stats + 

Local Authority Planning Register + 

community-led plans. 

• We cannot (and should not) predict the full 

range of potential uses (or abuses!) 

• Open and Linked Data provides standards 

and mechanisms to support/encourage 

“responsible re-use”. 
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Providing more accessible outputs 

We’ve been here before : the Places Database 

Ground-breaking and innovative… but data not fully open 



7 

Business 

plan Organogram 

Budgets & 

spending 

Household 

projections 

LG Finance –

revenue budgets 
Deprivation stats 

(IMD) 

DCLG inputs 

DCLG open data 

filing cabinet 

Data loading 

and conversion 

process and 

tools 

Open APIs (find and 

retrieve data in open 

formats) 

Apps and linking to 

other sources Housing  

databank 

Local 

Information 

Systems 
We work for 

you 

Other DCLG sources 

Example apps 

• Ready for use now by our 

early adopters incl. (Shelter, 

and Local Authorities). 

• Work from April to “show 

and tell” opportunities; 

capture benefits; build the 

case for further investment 

Housebuilding Homelessness 

Moving to fully open, re-usable outputs 

The open data filing cabinet 
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Building the open data cabinet   

Data organised in 

separate, but linkable 

datasets 

Datasets include each IMD 

domain, plus sets for 

standard geographic 

identifiers (LAs; postcodes; 

parliamentary 

constituencies) 

Each set is accessible, over 

the web, via a unique 

identifier (or URI). 

How we did it (1) 

All data is available for 

direct downloading, in 

a choice of open, re-

usable formats  

• we built a trial service, 

using one key data set – the 

Indices of Deprivation 

• Developed for free, by a 

LinkedData start-up 

company 

• But we needed to do more 

to:  

Understand and  demonstrate  

benefits & applications 

Investigate moving away from 

spreadsheets 

• So Ran a low value (£40k) 

mini competitive 

procurement 
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The Indices of Deprivation LinkedData demonstrator 

• Brings together DCLG IMD 

and external datasets 

• IMD retrieved from trial 

“LinkedData” store  

• Also queries external 

sources, over the web, in 

real-time, incl: 

• “TheyWorkForYou” - data 

about local MPs 

• “openlylocal.com – data 

about Local Authorities and 

councillors 

• Developed using free, 

open tools 

The value of prototype applications 
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The importance of proving benefits for DCLG 

The DCLG Localities Management area profiling tool 

• Provides evidence base for 

DCLG locality management 

team. 

• Brings together DCLG and 

external datasets  

• Queries external sources, 

over the web, in real-time 

• E.g. NOMIS sources on 

unemployment, mid-year 

population estimates 

• Developed using free, open 

tools 
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Find out about a dataset Link, “in context” to dataset 

guidance 

Link to guidance for a specific data 

item Link to and explore related datasets 

Browse to data for a specific area and 

time point (akin to spreadsheet cell) 

Where are we now?  
Data cabinet - example features and functionality 
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Lessons learned (so far!) 

1. Know your users – and engage them in designing your solution 

2. Understand where you want to be – focus on benefits 

3. Accept it will take time, and several iterations, to get there 

4. Take advantage of free help and advice from external experts 

The market is still very new 

5. Prototypes and trials are valuable  

and arguably a necessity in these austere times 

6. Creating Linked Data is tricky: 

Lack of good “off the shelf” conversion and publishing tools 

The complexities of statistical data (e.g. annotations, mix of time periods; 

mix of local and regional geographies) 

Processing spreadsheets – we should probably start by adapting underlying 

systems and sources 

7. Open and Linked Data works, and is important for official statistics! 

Get going now, and start realising the potential.  

 


