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Table 1:  Guidance Documents to aid producers of Official Statistics with Presentation and Dissemination 

Document 

Producer
Publication Title When to use Broad Description of Document

Release 

Date

Document 

Length
Document Link

Code of Practice for Official Statistics All the time! The Code is the cornerstone of the Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007 statutory framework. It establishes 

common standards and, by so doing, helps to ensure a coherent and trustworthy service to the user of statistics.

January 

2009

16 pages http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-

practice/index.html

Standards for Statistical Reports To understand the Statistics Authority’s expectations in 

relation to the drafting of statistical reports.

The document provides five high-level standards, and is supplemented by a detailed set of guidelines for those 

responsible for preparing statistical reports.

November 

2012

7 pages http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/news/statement---standards-for-

statistical-reports.pdf

Examples of practices consistent with 

the Code of Practice for Official 

Statistics

As a statistical producer, when seeking examples of 

practices that are consistent with complying with the Code. 

This document provides examples of practices that are consistent with the Code (identified by the Assessment team 

as part of the first cycle of assessment that took place from '09 to '12).  The examples are supplemented by other 

approaches that would support Code compliance. Note, it is important not to treat this document as a checklist and 

relates to all aspects of the Code - not just presentation and dissemination.

November 

2012

28 pages http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/assessment/guidance-

about-assessment/examples-of-practices-consistent-with-the-code-of-

practice-for-official-statistics.doc

UK Statistics Authority

Monitoring reports

Specifically:

Annex 3 - Good practice indentified in 

assessments 2009-12, good commentary

As a statistical producer, when seeking practical best 

examples of good practice identified during the course of 

the first cycle of assessment. 

This Authority monitoring reports provides good practice examples from Agriculture Statistics (Scottish Government) 

and Life Events Statistics (Office for National Statistics). These are not the only examples of good practice in the 

GSS identified during Assessment, they are intended to be illustrative. 

August 2012 Full document - 

62 pages. 

Annex 3 (Good 

Commentary) - 2 

pages

http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/reports---correspondence/reports/the-

assessment-of-uk-official-statistics-2009-12.pdf

National Statistician's Guidance: 

Presentation and publication of Official 

Statistics

This guidance document is designed to help producers of 

statistics and other officials interpret, understand and 

implement the Code. 

This guidance document was released at the same time as the Code. It provides guidance to all producers of official 

statistics on interpreting and implementing the ‘Principles’ and ‘Practices’ which relate to presentation and publication 

of official statistics. 

August 2009 26 page booklet https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Presentation-

and-Publication-of-Official-Statistics-National-Statisticians-Guidance1.pdf

GSS Presentation and Dissemination 

Strategy

When looking for strategic direction in how to drive a step 

change in the presentation and dissemination of official 

statistics.

This strategy aims to harness that creativity that exists within the GSS and use it drive a step change in the 

presentation and dissemination of official statistics. Throughout this document are case studies which show the 

innovation in the GSS and that we can develop these products.

March 2014 14 pages https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/GSS-

Presentation-Dissemination-Strategy.pdf

Good Practice Team - Writing about 

Statistics

For use by GSS members as supporting material for their 

own work in driving forward improvements, and to act as a 

framework for gathering examples of good practice as 

efforts continue.

This document consolidates existing guidance and brings out the key points of preparing first releases (along with 

examples). 

March 2012 15 pages https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Writing-About-

Statistics-National-Statisticians-Guidance1.pdf

ONS Infographics Guidelines When looking to produce infographics. Produced by ONS, 

but applicable across the GSS.

This guidance sets out the standard and best practice for creating ONS corporate infographics October 

2013

12 pages https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/infographics-

guidelines.pdf

HSCIC Presenting Information Visually 

(table and chart guidelines)

Specifically for those HSCIC staff producing statistical 

publications and reports, but also useful for anyone 

producing tables and charts in their work.

The aim of this guidance is to highlight the importance of good practice and standards that should be adhered to, so 

that we avoid some common pitfalls of table and chart presentation.

March 2014 26 pages N/A

UNITED 

NATIONS 

ECONOMIC 

COMMISSION 

FOR EUROPE 

(UNECE)

UN - Making Data Meaningful: 

Part 1 - a guide to writing stories about 

numbers

This guide (Part 1) is intended as a practical tool to help 

managers, statisticians and media relations officers use 

text, tables, graphics and other information to bring 

statistics to life using effective writing techniques. It 

contains suggestions, guidelines and examples – but not 

golden rules.

This document brings out the key points of preparing first releases (along with examples and case studies). This 

document also provides information about what a statistical story is, and how and why to tell it. 

ALSO:

Part 2 - a guide to presenting statistics, Part 3 - a guide to communicating with the media and Part 4: A guide to 

improving statistical literacy 

2009 28 pages http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/writing.html

Andrew Dilnot's 7 principles' As a statistical producer, when seeking the Authority's view 

on themes that should be considered when looking to 

improve statistical releases. 

These seven themes are part of a wider letter that Andrew Dilnot wrote to PASC.  They are themes to focus further 

work with the statistical service to improve communication (and reflected in Standards for Statistical Reports, 

published following this letter). 

October 

2012

1 page (part of a 

12 page letter)

http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/reports---

correspondence/correspondence/letter-from-andrew-dilnot-to-bernard-

jenkin-161012.pdf

The Value of Statistical Commentary Written to help producers understand the importance of  

improving the way the messages in official statistics are 

communicated, and how this relates to the Code.

1 page report - now superseded by Standards for Statistical Reports. July 2010 1 page http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/news/the-value-of-statistical-

commentary.html

UK Stats Authority Standards for 

Statistical Releases

N/A - Now replaced by Standards for Statistical Reports Now replaced by Standards for Statistical Reports October 

2010

1 page http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/news/standards-for-statistical-

reports.html

Table 2: GPT Presentation and Dissemination material to aid producers of Official Statistics

Document 

Producer
Description of Material When to use Broad Description of Document

Release 

Date

Document 

Length
Document Link

Case Studies When looking for practical good practice examples. Examples of good practice publications, with annotations highlighting specific examples of good practice. 2013 

onwards

Various https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/statistics/presentation-and-

dissemination/improving-commentary/

Blog Posts When looking for general information relating to good 

practice.

Various blog posts covering subjects such as - communicating uncertainty, what makes a good front page, setting 

standards and how to improve your writing skills. 

2014 

onwards

Various https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/national-statistician/national-statisticians-

office/the-good-practice-team/good-practice-blog/

Hints and Tips Posters: 

i) Statistical commentary, 

ii) What makes a good front page and 

iii) Peer review 

When looking for handy bite size good practice guidance. A4 posters looking in detail at specific areas of desired good practice. Spring 2014 Various https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/statistics/presentation-and-dissemination/

Table 3: Wider guidance documents / additional material to aid producers of Official Statistics

Document 

Producer
Description of Material When to use Broad Description of Document

Release 

Date

Document 

Length
Document Link

Open letter to the GSS on the 

importance of effective 

communication

To understand the importance of  improving the way the 

messages in official statistics are communicated. 

An open letter explaining the joint commitment of the National Statistician, the Chair of the UK Statistics Authority 

and Authority Head of Assessment to improve the way the GSS communicates messages to the user. 

March 2013 1 page https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Joint-Message-

from-Andrew-Dilnot-Jil-Matheson-Richard-Alldritt.pdf

GSS Strategy: Building the Community To understand the vision for where we want the GSS 

community to be in 2020 and what we must do in order to 

achieve it. 

The strategic framework shows how the GSS is changing in order to provide a flexible, high quality statistical service 

for the next decade and beyond. It explains our vision of where we want to be by 2020.

March 2013 15 pages https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/GSS-Strategy-

Building-the-Community.pdf

GSS Strategy: Presentation & 

Dissemination 

To understand the vision for how we want to present and 

disseminate our statistics. The document summaries the 

challenges faced and ways to address them, as well as case 

studies which show the innovation already in the GSS.

This strategy aims to harness that creativity that exists within the GSS and use it drive a step change in the 

presentation and dissemination of official statistics.

March 2014 14 pages https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/GSS-

Presentation-Dissemination-Strategy.pdf

Superseded
Web Dissemination Strategy for 

Official Statistics

Superseded by GSS Presentation and Dissemination Strategy. N/A July 2011 52 pages https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Web-

Dissemination-Strategy-for-Official-Statistics.pdf

GSS

UK Statistics 

Authority

National 

Statistician's 

Office - Good 

Practice Team

UK Statistics 

Authority 

Superseded

GSS

Departmental 

Guidance 
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