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1. Welcome, minutes and NSEG reflections 
1.1 David Fry welcomed the committee to the first meeting of the year and thanked 

everyone for their contributions in 2016. The meeting also welcomed Joe Cheung, as 
an observer who was on secondment to the Good Practice Team (GPT). 

1.2 David provided an update on the report SPSC provided to the National Statistics 
Executive Group (NSEG) in December 2016. The following comments were made: 

i. Overall, NSEG were happy with the update and agreed the proposed priorities for 
2017 set out in the paper. 

ii. NSEG suggested that in addition to the proposed priorities, data science and 
administrative data should be high on the agenda. It was agreed that Tom Smith 
(Director of the Data Science Campus) would be invited the next SPSC meeting in 
April. 

iii. It was noted that a feedback loop for the implementation of policies across the GSS 
would be beneficial. This would also provide a statement of how SPSC can help the 
GSS. There would be a survey drafted for the April meeting to be circulated to the 
HoPs. 

iv. It was suggested that the Committee could make a greater use of task and finish 
groups to identify and resolve issues. 
 

1.3 It was agreed that the meeting would reflect on the priorities and assign owners at the 
end of the meeting. 

 
Action: Secretariat to invite Tom Smith to the next meeting to discuss the Data 
Science Campus. 

Action: David and Secretariat to draft a survey to go to HoPs on GSS policy 
implementation. 
 
1.4 The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and updates were provided on 

outstanding actions: 

i. Jennet Woolford informed the committee about the National Statistics 
Harmonisation Steering meeting in relation to ratifying the harmonised principles for 
age banding. 

ii. The Committee was awaiting an update of the Regional Geography Committee’s 
terms of reference following recent development in their work streams. 

iii. David had met with Glenn Everett to discuss the Statistical Services Committee. 
This would become the ONS Statistical Priorities Group (SPG). The details around 
the ONS SPG were to be confirmed. SPG would not report to SPSC but efforts 
would be made to keep the two groups linked up. The chair of SPG may become a 
member of SPSC in the future. 
 

Action: Secretariat to invite Chair of SPG to the next meeting to provide an update. 
 
2. Points arising from Summary Reports from Sub-Committees 
2.1 Markus Šova provided the Committee with the updates from the SPSC Sub-

Committees: 

i. Business Register Group  

a. An update was provided on the statistical business register project; there are 
meetings with stakeholders across the UK taking place. The meeting in Wales has 
already taken place, Scotland imminent and Northern Ireland planned. 



b. EU legislative process for Framework Regulation Integrating Business Statistics 
(FRIBS) is starting, with the objective of getting this into force for 2019; the impact 
of Brexit is under consideration. 

c. The co-chair Drew Hird had left the group, and Steve Dempsey would now be the 
sole Chair of the group. 

 
ii. Methodology Advisory Committee   

a. A method for using administrative VAT data to get a more detailed industrial 
breakdown of monthly turnover estimates was discussed. 

b. A paper was presented on transforming Methodology at ONS. 
c. The potential Brexit effect on time series and how this would affect seasonal 

adjustments was discussed. 
d. A paper was presented on quota sampling guidance. This could become an 

addition to the Policy Store once finalised.  
 
iii. National Statistics Harmonisation Steering Group  

a. The Harmonisation team had been working on business turnover and 
employment; and had been considering circulating a message to selected 
departments to gain feedback.  

b. Harmonisation principles for age bandings had been discussed, following an 
action from the last SPSC meeting.  

c. The group had ensured the link between the census harmonisation topics and 
GSS would be bridged. 

d. The ToR had been revised, and plans to extend principles to cover administrative 
data as well as surveys had been considered. 

 
iv. Regional and Geography Committee  

a. Members were informed that the recommendations of the 2016 NUTS review had 
been formally adopted by the EU commission. 

b. The EU commission had also adopted the territorial classifications and typologies 
(TERCET) extension to the NUTS regulation. TERCET gives classifications such 
as city, region, urban, rural, coast etc. providing a mechanism for comparing 
across Europe eg for funding. 

c. The Regional and Geography Committee’s Terms of Reference was due before 
next SPSC meeting. 

 
Action: Regional and Geography Committee to provide updated Terms of Reference 
to SPSC 
 
3. Deep Dive – Presentation and Dissemination Committee 
3.1 Julie Brown provided an update on the work of the Presentation and Dissemination 

Committee (PDC). PDC had representation from all departments, with a wide range of 
members all of whom were Grade 7 and above. The Committee had three sub groups: 

i. Presentation group – which identifies and promotes best practice and innovations in 
the presentation of official statistics. 

ii. GOV.UK group – responsible for the GSS discovery project and linking up with the 
Government Digital Service. 

iii. Open data group – which recommends the future direction of statistical open data 
for the GSS, and embeds best practice. 

 
3.2 Julie provided a summary of some notable recent achievements of the Committee 

which included the following. 



i. A compiled a suite of presentation goals across all departments, providing the 
opportunity to set out how they will improve over the coming year and encourage 
friendly competition across the GSS. 

ii. A ‘what’s new dashboard’. 
iii. Short term secondments to the GPT to facilitate knowledge sharing.  
iv. New official statistics twitter accounts.  

 
3.3 The meeting welcomed PDC’s recent successes and provided the following 

comments. 

i. Not every department was sufficiently engaged in the presentation goals. Paul 
Lucas offered to find the representative at DfE to engage with PDC. 

ii. The drive for open data seemed to have somewhat dropped recently while 
enthusiasm for data science had surged. It was noted more could be done to 
engage with data science as it closely correlates with open data. 

iii. The meeting suggested that some departments could be setting themselves more 
challenging goals around presentation and dissemination. SPSC would be 
interested in the impact of the improvements. It would beneficial if PDC could 
provide evaluation to improve the feedback loop in measuring success.  

iv. It was noted that external communications colleagues would be able to aid in 
evaluation on the presentation of outputs. It was suggested that PDC could invite 
government communications professionals, such as press office colleagues, to a 
PDC meeting. 

 
4. Code of Practice Stocktake  
4.1 Siobhan Tuohy-Smith provided the committee with an update on the Code of Practice 

review. Recent work had involved engagement with a variety of stakeholders across 
the GSS to establish how the revised Code should fit into today’s statistical landscape. 
There would be a focus on creating a more principle based Code, moving away from 
prescriptive assessment, supported by updateable standards and guidance. 

 

4.2 The Committee provided the following comments: 

i. Having a principle based Code would increase flexibility. It was suggested that the 
Code should be a set of behaviours or a contract of trust. 

ii. Compliance with the code was a legal requirement for national statistics. It was 
encouraged for official statistics too. It was noted that there was a somewhat 
arbitrary nature to classifying official statistics and national statistics. 

iii. There was a question about what the national statistic mark should mean. The 
stocktake proposed it should be more than “a good number” and should also 
convey that a statistic is of high public value. But, what was of high value could 
change, and priorities of what is nationally important may vary over time. It would be 
useful to still retain the label which conveyed simply that “this is a good number that 
can be trusted”. 

 
4.3 The Committee noted that review of the Code had been going on for some time and it 

would be useful to have the proposal of what the new Code would look like on paper. 
The current timetable suggested that were would be a refreshed code would be 
published in the second half of 2017.  
 

4.4 The Committee discussed how the Regulation team and SPSC work together. There 
was potentially a big role for SPSC to work with the Office for Statistics Regulation on 
the guidance underpinning the new Code. Further consideration of this was necessary. 
The committee agreed to have a centrally correlated point for additional comments. 

 



Action: All committee members to provide any additional comments on the Code of 
Practice review to Markus Šova. 

 
5 Quality Reviews  
5.1 Pete Brodie provided an overview of ONS Regular Quality Reviews (RQR). In 2014 

the RQR process was rolled out by the ONS quality centre replacing the previously 
used Quality Methods and Harmonisation Tool (QMHT). The RQR process was an 
important component of the quality assurance regime at the ONS, reducing the burden 
on output areas, and driving meaningful recommendations. 
 

5.2 Discussions had been held to potentially roll out the quality review processes across 
the GSS, but resources had become an issue. Work had been done engaging with 
quality champions across the GSS. There would be an event with the Champions later 
in January. One option for GSS wide RQR’s was to entrust experienced statisticians in 
departments who are not involved in publications to lead them. 

 

5.3 The Committee was invited to consider and comment on the role that the RQR 
process could perform in the wider GSS. The comments were as follows: 

i. A scrum set up could be used to critic outputs.  
ii. It was noted that some departments were using the aqua book to help ensure 

quality. A question was raised around how RQRs would fit alongside this.  
iii. With GPT moving to Methodology the quality centre could have secondments to 

share knowledge and experience.  
 

6 Policy Store  
6.1 Rob Reeve provided an update on the Policy Store developments. Since the last 

meeting the Policy Store had been built with around 50 Policies, Standards, Guidance 
and Strategies uploaded. The Committee noted the proposed categories to help 
improve the accessibility of individual documents. 
 

6.2 The next steps for this work were set out as follows: 
i. Finalise content and functions following comments from the Committee. 
ii. Launch the Policy Store. 
iii. Raise awareness. 
iv. Ensure that revised and new policies stick to the new procedure.  
v. Delegate responsibility for reviewing policies to the responsible party. 

 
6.3 A demonstration of the alpha Policy Store was provided. The Committee was invited to 

provide comment on functionality and content:   

i. Having a high level page or organogram could be considered 
ii. Ensure the removal of other policy sources to avoid confusion. 
iii. It would be useful to sort the contents of the Policy Store by popularity 
iv. Check if the search function is capable of indentifying document content as well as 

document title 
v. Engage with the SPSC Sub-groups to ensure awareness of which polices and 

guidance they are responsible for. 
 
Action: Rob Reeve to consider the comments and make edits to the Policy Store 
 
7 Any other Business 
7.1 The meeting returned to the priorities of SPSC for the coming year. Five work streams 

were agreed with a lead volunteered for each:  

i. Policy Store – CPS and GPT would continue to lead this work stream – Rob Reeve  



ii. Code review (linking to GSS guidance and policies) – Steve Ellerd-Elliott and Tim 
Knight. This would be a liaison role between SPSC and Regulation, and ensuring 
the engagement of HoPs in the review and supporting guidance standards. 

iii. HoPs engagement more broadly – David Fry 
iv. Methodology review implementation – Pete Brodie  
v. Administrative data and Data Science – Roger Halliday  

 
Action: Secretariat to provide the template for a detailed work plan and priorities for 
2017 to work stream owners. 

Action: All work streams owners to provide an update (using template provided) to 
the secretariat by 24 February. 

Action: Secretariat to invite new ONS Director for Statistical Methodology, Research 
and Innovation to SPSC. 

 
7.2 The Committee was to next meeting 4 April 2017. 
 
 
Actions table 

Actionee Action Progress 

Secretariat to invite Tom Smith to the next meeting to 
discuss the Data Science Campus 

 

David and 
Secretariat 

to draft a survey to go to HoPs on GSS policy 
implementation. 
 

 

Secretariat to invite Glenn Everett to the next meeting to 
provide an update 

 

RGC to provide updated Terms of Reference to SPSC  

 All All committee members to provide any additional 
comments on the Code of Practice review to 
Markus Šova. 
 

 

Rob Reeve to consider the comments and make edits to the 
Policy Store 

 

Secretariat to provide the template for a detailed work plan 
and priorities for 2017 to work stream owners. 

 

Sent with draft minutes 

All work streams 
owners 

to provide an update (using template provided) 
to the secretariat by 24 February. 

 

 

Secretariat to invite new ONS Director for Statistical 
Methodology, Research and Innovation to SPSC 

 

 

 
 

 


