
 

NSHG Topic Groups 
 

 Benefits and Tax 
Credits 

 Consumer Durables 
 Crime and Anti-Social 

Behaviour 
 Demographic 

Information 
 Economic Activity and 

Employment Status 
 Educational 

Attainment 
 Ethnicity, Identity, 

Language, Religion 
(EILR) 

 Gender Identity 
 Health, Disability and 

Carers 
 Housing and Tenure 
 Income 
 Migration, Country of 

Birth and Citizenship 
 Pensions 
 Personal Well-being 
 Social Capital 
 
These are the current 
NSHG Topic Groups led 
by a Topic Lead expert, 
and are responsible for 
the GSS Harmonised 
Principles. 

 
Benefits and Tax Credits 

The Questionnaire Consultation for the Family Resources Survey 2017/18 continues.  
Policy experts, users, NatCen and ONS are reviewing existing harmonised questions 
to see if improvements/changes need to be made. 

Consumer Durables 
Revised questions are being trialled in the Living Costs and Food (LCF) survey to 
reflect developments in digital technology.  The new topic group will review the 
questions with a view to adopting them as a new harmonised principle in early 2017. 

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour 
An updated set of harmonised questions was presented to the NSHG for agreement.  
These updates are in line with questions used on the current Crime Survey for 
England and Wales, and place more emphasis on anti-social behaviour. 

Demographic Information 
The group is working closely with Census on the new Marital Status question (Same-
sex Marriage).  Monitoring Census’s work to determine if it is impacting on the 
Demographic Harmonised Principle. 

Education 
In collaboration with ONS Census Education Topic Group, the group hopes to improve 
the qualifications questions’ design and wording for Census 2021, to see which will be 
included in the Census, and ensuring alignment with data from admin sources. 

Health, Disability and Carers 
Work continues on checking the use of harmonised questions in surveys used by the 
Health and Safety Executive (HSE).  The proposed new survey on the mental health 
of looked-after children intends using harmonised questions. 

Housing and Tenure 
After reviewing the conformity of the English Housing Survey to the Housing and 
Tenure Harmonised Principle, many inconsistencies were found. These will be 
addressed once the new user group is formed 

Income 
Most 2017 LCF and Survey on Living Conditions (SLC) income questions are now 
harmonised with each other.  A review of the harmonised questions has identified an 
update is required. 

Migration, Country of Birth and Citizenship 
Topic Group members have agreed a new list of Target Concepts.  These now include 
the term ‘Refugee’. Country grouping definitions have also been discussed. 

Social Capital 
The group is currently assessing the relevance of measures proposed by the Cabinet 
Office and ONS for policy evaluation. 
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If you would like to submit any papers for consideration at the 
triannual NSHG meetings, please contact the  

Harmonisation Team   
 
 

This Newsletter combines items and updates from and between 
NSHG meetings.  It is circulated across the GSS via the GSS, 
and StatsUserNet websites.  We welcome your comments or 
queries, so please CONTACT us!! 
 

WELCOME! 

Topic Group Round-Up 

 

Harmonisation & 
YOU! 

 
What are YOUR 
experiences of 

Harmonisation? What 
problems did you 
encounter using 

Harmonised Questions 
and how did you 

overcome them? Do 
you have any insights, 
tips, dos and don’ts, 
etc that could be 

shared with other GSS 
members?  We are 

interested in how you 
approached 

Harmonisation, and how 
it went for you 

generally.  We would 
love to hear from you!! 
Please contact us here 

with your tales of 
Harmonisation, which 

we can then share with 
other GSS members! 

  

A quote from Pete Brodie, Temporary Returning Chair of the NSHG: 
 "It was really eye-opening, returning to this role after a couple of year’s absence, to witness the changes that have been made. In particular the work of the Topic Groups has raised the profile of harmonisation 
and it was good to see the comprehensive list of reports, and witness the healthy interaction at the meeting which resulted in new connections being made. It was also interesting to note the steps being made in 
the harmonisation of business/economic concepts which will build on the strong foundations that have been laid down. Finally it will be crucially important to develop the relationships between this group, the 
Steering Group and the SPSC." 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

                                   

The Harmonisation Team are active on 
the StatsUserNet and GSS blogs.  We 
are looking for suitable Harmonisation-
related articles to publish.  If you have 
Harmonisation-related work you want 
promoted or publicised, please contact 
US or visit our online StatsUserNet 
community where you can follow current 
Harmonisation discussions or start your 
own.  Simply log in and search for 
‘Classifications and Harmonisation’ via 
the ‘Communities’ tab. 

Harmonisation and Social Media 

The National Statistics Harmonisation Steering Group (NSH SG) met on the 3 Oct 2016.  The following agenda items were discussed: 
 Raising the Harmonisation agenda across the GSS   Progress on Business Harmonisation   2016/2017 NSH SG Comms Plan 
 UK Statistics Authority priorities and views   Horizon scanning.  The minutes of the meeting are available here. 

NSH Steering Group The next NSHG Meeting is: 
 
Wed 8 March 2017, 
ONS Drummond Gate, LONDON 
 
Tues 11 July 2017 
ONS Drummond Gate, LONDON 
 
Other Dates: 
 
GSS Northern Conference 
Thurs 23 March 2017 
LEEDS 
 
NSH SG 
Tues 28 March 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diary Dates 

If you would like to join the circulation list 
for this newsletter, please email us on:   

harmonisation@ons.gsi.gov.uk 
 

NSHG agendas, meeting papers and 
minutes are available on the GSS website 

HERE 
 

 
 

Further Information 

 
The Harmonisation Team are currently working with the Administrative Data Division  
investigating the harmonisation of administrative data, for example, looking at the 
definitions of administrative data which ONS currently holds. 

Harmonising Administrative Data 

The Harmonisation Team’s proposed Business Harmonisation governance structure has 
been agreed by the NSH Steering Group.  The first meeting of the Business Harmonisation 
Task and Finish Group (BHT&G) will be on 5 December 2016, with membership from across 
the GSS.  Discussion items will include Terms of Reference; potential members; Short Term 
Business Statistics and the cross cutting principles, Employment and Turnover.  If anyone is 
interested in joining this group please contact: 

ian.sidney@ons.gov.uk 
 

A Business Surveys Harmonisation Working Group meets fortnightly in ONS.  It is part of the 
Data Collection Transformation Programme (DCTP) and aims to meet the ONS strategic 
aims of harmonising and rationalising its collection of business data. 
 
The impact of the Framework Regulation Integrating Business Statistics (FRIBS) on current 
business variables has now been fully mapped, covering 20 variables which impact on a 
range of ONS business surveys.  A timetable has been produced covering these variables 
in conjunction with the priority areas for DCTP.  Agreement has been reached to focus 
initially on Employment and Turnover. 

Harmonising Business Statistics 

The Harmonisation Team continue to review the working 
practices of the NSHG, with the aim of improving its 
effectiveness. The revised Harmonisation Process has been 
approved and is now part of the e-Harmonisation 
Handbook sent to all members.  The Handbook is available 
exclusively via the GSS website and will be updated 
periodically to include future meeting dates and any other 
changes that may be needed.  The Handbook can be 
accessed here. 
 
The Harmonisation Team would like to thank all GSS 
members for their help in the development of the revised 
Harmonisation Process and the Harmonisation Handbook. 

Improving the NSHG’s Effectiveness 

 
The Harmonisation Team are liaising with the UK Data Service 
(UKDS) regarding metadata improvements.  The UKDS plan to 
use the harmonised Ethnicity Principle and some LFS 
questions to show how questions can be compared, the 
relationships between them, and more.  Once finalised, the 
improvements will be available next year. 

UK Data Service VQB 

 
The latest NSHG meeting was once again a success, both attendance-wise and technology-wise!!  The combined use of video and 
audio platforms meant a really high attendance at the meeting.  It was chaired by Pete Brodie, sitting in while Ria Sanderson is on 
maternity leave, and he was greatly impressed by how much progress had been made in Harmonisation on the Social side and now 
increasingly on the Business side (see Pete’s comments above).  Items on the agenda included: 

 
Harmonisation of Age Bandings;  

Revised Crime Questions;  
an update on the IESS Framework;  
a presentation on Gender Identity;  
a Census UK Statement Topic Paper  

and an update on the current Census Topic Groups.   
 

Updates were also given on the latest GSS Statistical Policy and Standards Committee (SPSC) meeting, a review of the NSHG 
Workplan, Business Harmonisation, the Harmonisation of Administrative Data, and the work of the Good Practice and the 
Harmonisation Teams. Topic Lead Reports were also presented and this meeting saw an increase in the number of these reports 
presented.  The minutes, agenda and papers for this meeting are available here. 
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