
  

 
Benefits and Tax Credits 

Questionnaire consultation (QCon) for Family Resources Survey (2017/18) is now over, with no 
changes to the existing Benefits and Tax Credits module.  Next QCon will start in June 2017 

Consumer Durables 
Two Consumer Durables Data primary uses were discussed at the new group’s first meeting.  Further 
exploration of these is needed before producing a revised Principle.  Internet Access questions are to be 
removed from this Principle and reallocated. 

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour 
Following comments at the October NSHG meeting, the Crime Statistics Team will discuss proposed 
changes to the Harmonised set of questions with stakeholders. 

Demographic Information 
NSH Steering Group approved Age Banding Principle 6, although concerns still remain regarding Age 
Banding Principle 5. 

Economic Activity 
Revised employment questions are being developed to meet Eurostat’s IESS regulation and also to 
work effectively when used online. 

Education 
Question options to be tested on Census 2017 have been user-researched and tested.  Liaison with 
Census Topic Group for Education is continuing. 

EILR 
A cross-government Ethnicity Assurance Panel was held in January.  Also the confusion around the 
Religion question in the Harmonised Principle has now been resolved. 

Gender Identity 
The Gender Identity update paper has now been published.  Qualitative and public acceptability testing 
to be done by ONS Data Collection Methodology team. 

Health, Disability and Carers 
The checking of surveys for use of Harmonised question continues.  Liaising also with prospective topic 
group members 

Housing and Tenure 
Research into the use of Housing and Tenure questions across surveys has been completed.  
Recruitment to the Topic Group has continued. 

Income 
LCF and SLC questionnaires were launched in Jan 2017 with improved harmonisation of income 
questions.  

Migration, Country of Birth and Citizenship 
Movement has been made towards agreeing Migration Definitions across the GSS.  Approval of updates 
to Harmonised Principle is underway 

Social Capital 
Work on producing the next Social Capital baseline measures across the UK update for 2017 is well 
underway.   

 

 

 

 

NSHG Topic Groups 
 

 Benefits and Tax 
Credits 

 Consumer Durables 
 Crime and Anti-Social 

Behaviour 
 Demographic 

Information 
 Economic Activity and 

Employment Status 
 Educational 

Attainment 
 Ethnicity, Identity, 

Language, Religion 
(EILR) 

 Gender Identity 
 Health, Disability and 

Carers 
 Housing and Tenure 
 Income 
 Migration, Country of 

Birth and Citizenship 
 Pensions 
 Personal Well-being 
 Social Capital 
 
These are the current 
NSHG Topic Groups led 
by a Topic Lead expert, 
and are responsible for 
the GSS Harmonised 
Principles. 
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If you would like to submit any papers for consideration at the 
triannual NSHG meetings, please contact the  

Harmonisation Team   
 
 

This Newsletter combines items and updates from and between 
NSHG meetings.  It is circulated across the GSS via the GSS, 
and StatsUserNet websites.  We welcome your comments or 
queries, so please CONTACT us!! 
 

WELCOME! 

Topic Group Round-Up 

 

Harmonisation & 
YOU! 

 
What are YOUR 
experiences of 
Harmonisation? Have 
you had any problems  
using Harmonised 
Questions and, if so, 
how did you overcome 
them? Do you have any 
insights, tips, dos and 
don’ts, etc that could 
be shared with other 
GSS members?  We 
are interested in how 
you approached 
Harmonisation, and how 
it went for you 
generally.  We would 
love to hear from you!! 
Please contact us here 
with your tales of 
Harmonisation, which 
we can then share with 
other GSS members! 
  
 

A quote from Steve Ellerd-Elliott, new Chair of the NSHG: 
 "Harmonisation is a principle which I’ve always pushed for and so I was very pleased to be asked to Chair this group.  This was my first meeting and I was particularly impressed by the 
range of topics that were discussed.  It was also great to see the engagement from all involved, across a number of different sites, which highlights the key role that harmonisation has 
across the Government Statistical Service.  This is an exciting time for data and statistics and I am looking forward to supporting the work of the NSHG.." 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

                                 
  

 
The Harmonisation Team are active on 
the StatsUserNet and GSS blogs.  We 
are looking for suitable Harmonisation-
related articles to publish.  If you have 
Harmonisation-related work you want 
promoted or publicised, please contact 
US or visit our online StatsUserNet 
community where you can follow current 
Harmonisation discussions or start your 
own.  Simply log in and search for 
‘Classifications and Harmonisation’ via 
the ‘Communities’ tab. 

Harmonisation and Social Media 

The National Statistics Harmonisation Steering Group (NSH SG) met on the 28 March 2017.  The following agenda items were 
discussed: 
 Approval of updates to Harmonised Principles   Report from 2nd Business Harmonisation Task and Finish Group   Review of 
2017 Comms Plan  Social Harmonisation Updates  Horizon scanning.  The minutes of the meeting are available here. 

NSH Steering Group 

If you would like to join the circulation list 
for this newsletter, please email us on:   

harmonisation@ons.gsi.gov.uk 
 

NSHG agendas, meeting papers and 
minutes are available on the GSS website 

HERE 
 

 
 

Further Information 

 
The harmonisation team are currently working with the Admin Data Division at 
ONS to investigate the harmonisation of admin data, for example by looking at 
the definitions of admin data which ONS currently holds. 

Harmonising Administrative Data 

The Business Harmonisation Task & Finish Group (BHTFG), with members from 
across the GSS, has held 2 meetings. The group is still actively seeking further 
representation from other relevant government departments.  
At the first meeting the Terms of Reference were discussed and agreed. Also 
discussed were Short-term Business Statistics (SBS) and the cross cutting 
principles: Employment and Turnover.  The second meeting discussed a 
number of employment and turnover variables, and their definitions, agreeing 
the need to harmonise these variables. A further paper was delivered on the 
need to harmonise five other business principles. These variables were: Gross 
Investment, Employee Costs, Changes in Stocks and Goods, Purchases and 
Reporting Periods. These topics cover the range of variables which will be 
affected by the introduction of the Framework Regulation Integrating Business 
Statistics (FRIBS). ONS outputs delivered to Eurostat need to meet the FRIBS 
legislation by 2019. 

 

Harmonising Business Statistics 

These are now available via the GSS web site and the 
NSHG page has recently been updated to include 
details of the new NSHG Chair and the updates to the 
Terms of Reference (TOR).  A page for the Business 
Harmonisation Task and Finish Group (BHTFG) has been 
added, with a link from the NSHG page to it.  The BHTFG 
page also includes information about the BHTFG, a link to 
the (TOR) and links to agendas, papers and minutes for 
BHTFG meetings. There is still an Harmonisation page on 
the ONS web site but this just contains a brief 
introduction to the GSS programme of Harmonisation 
with a link to the GSS web site.   

Harmonisation Web Pages 

 
The latest NSHG meeting took place on 8 March 2017. It was chaired by the new Chair, Steve Ellerd-Elliott, from the Ministry 
of Justice.  Items on the agenda included: 

 
a Data Collection Transformation Programme presentation;  

GSS Data Discovery and Harmonisation;  
a National Audit Office’s Data Linkage System presentation;  

a Consumer Durables presentation;  
a Census UK Statement Topic Paper  

an update on the current Census Topic Groups, 
and a review of the NSHG Workplan and Communications Plan 

 
Updates were also given on the latest GSS Statistical Policy and Standards Committee (SPSC) meeting; on Business 
Harmonisation; on the work of the Census Topic Group, and on the work of the Good Practice and Harmonisation Teams. 
Topic Lead Reports were also presented.  The minutes, agenda and papers for this meeting are available here. 
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Harmonising Business Statistics 

The review of the Current Harmonised Principles is 
continuing. 
The interim Harmonised Principle for Personal Well-being 
has been in place for two years and is now being put 
forward as a full harmonised principle. Matthew Steel is 
the Topic Lead for this and is now to present it to the NSHG 
for agreement prior to going to the GSS SPSC for 
ratification. 

 

Harmonised Principles 

The next NSHG Meeting is: 
 
Tues 11 July 2017 
ONS Drummond Gate, LONDON 
 
Other Dates: 
 
NSH SG 
Tues 28 March 2017 
 
GSS Methodology Symposium 
Weds 12 July 2017 
 
NSHG Meeting 
Wed 8 November 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diary Dates 
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