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As in 2011 the address register is right at the centre of the 2021 Census design and impacts on virtually every census process.  A high quality address list is used to deliver internet access codes, to allow targeting of follow-up for non-responding households and to underpin estimation and the production of outputs.
The over-all approach will build on the 2011 design and experience but will be extended to include the use of more address-level intelligence from administrative, commercial and open-data sources. By knowing more about addresses it will be possible to better target resources by, for example, identifying those areas where we are likely to find vacant properties, second residences or access problems. 
A register of communal establishments (university accommodation, prisons, caravan parks, army camps, etc) will form an integral part of the address register. 
As well as being central to the field operation, the address register forms the spine for the reuse of administrative data for 2021 outputs and beyond. High quality matching is essential throughout. ONS have already developed expertise in matching between addresses and, following discussions with Government Digital Services (GDS), have been leading on developing an address look-up and matching service for use across ONS – and potentially across government. 
This session will describe current thinking for the census and beyond and describe the innovative work currently being carried out applying data science thinking to address matching.  
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