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Overview

•The complexities of health and care 

statistics

•A coordinated approach to improvements

•Better use of existing data

• Improved presentation of statistics



The complexities of health and care 

statistics



The Statistics Authority Round Table 

on Health and Care Statistics

• “Statistics are published on a variety of different websites, in 

different formats, with no single portal available to guide users”. 

• “Official health statisticians often focus on servicing their 

immediate policy and operational users with insufficient effort 

devoted to working collaboratively”.

• “The health and care statistics landscape is data rich, but 

information poor”.
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Recommendations

•A coordinated approach

•Better use of existing data

• Improved presentation of statistics



A coordinated approach

•The English Health Statistics Steering 

Group
• Develop a strategy for improving statistics

• Improve coherence and accessibility

• Reduce duplication and improve efficiency

• Engage with users to better meet needs

• Guide users to appropriate statistics for their needs

•Health Care Publications Advisory Board 
• Drive improvement in English health and care statistical 

publications through collaborative working and sharing best 

practice to better meet user needs



A coordinated approach

Some early improvements:

Smoking statistics 

• ONS, NHS Digital, PHE and DH planning to remove methodological 

differences and release publications at the same time to provide 

coherent statistics.

Cancer survival and incidence statistics

• Rationalising data systems into one cancer registration source, 

harmonised quality assurance processes and publication schedules.

Understanding rise in deaths in 2015

• Combining ONS deaths data and PHE’s health intelligence has led to 

more timely and detailed analysis for informing winter flu planning.



Better use of existing data

•A single Health and Care 

statistics portal

•Health and Care statistics 

landscape

•Health and Care Monthly 

Knowledge Update

Signposting users



A single portal

https://gss.civilservice.gov.

uk/health

https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/health


https://www.cbs.nl/en-gb

A single data portal – an aspiration!

https://www.cbs.nl/en-gb


Health and Care statistics landscape

Health and Care Statistics Landscape for England

https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/health_and_care_landscape.pdf


Health and Care statistics landscape



Subscribe here: 

https://gss.civilservice

.gov.uk/health/

https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/health/


Health and Care Monthly Knowledge Update





Improved presentation of results

•Trialling r shiny dashboards

•Using powerbi

• Improving single portal



To subscribe to the Health and Care Monthly 

Knowledge Update or find out about the 

latest developments in improving access to 

health and care statistics: 

visit: https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/health/

or email gss.health@ons.gov.uk

https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/health/
mailto:gss.health@ons.gov.uk

