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Different places play very different roles in 
the national economy



Supporting exporters is particularly 
important for industrial strategy



And higher-skilled exporters tend to prefer 
city centre locations in particular



This is because of the different benefits 
that different places offer to business



But there is great variation across cities, 
both in their city centres…



…and their suburbs



Strongly performing city centres offer 
particular benefits to business
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While the varying offers from suburbs 
shape the type of investment they attract
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This means that agglomeration can take a  
number of forms



Implications for the industrial strategy

• Improve the potential benefits that struggling cities 
should be offering to business:
• Improve the skills of the workforce
• Make their city centres more attractive places to do 

business

• Manage the costs of growth in successful places:
• Housing
• Congestion
• Air pollution 
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